Chapter 5
Articles (a, an, the)

1. What Are Articles?

Articles are a type of determiner. They come before nouns and give information about it.

There are three articles in English:

Article | Type

a indefinite article
an indefinite article
the definite article

Example:
e |sawadog.
e She ate an apple.
e The teacher is speaking.

2. Using ‘@, ‘an’ and ‘the’
We use a/an when we talk about something general or something for the first time
1) Use ‘@’

Use ‘a’ before words that start with a consonant sound

Examples:
e abook
e acar
e ateacher
e adog
2) Use ‘an’

Use ‘an’ before words that start with a vowel sound
Vowel sounds: a, e, i, 0, u

Examples:
e anapple
* anorange
* an elephant
e anumbrella
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Example:
an hour (hour begins with vowel sound) hour ¥ e h 2% 4 &k » “ru4=F gp 5 4_‘a
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a university [~ 5] (university begins with /y/ sound) university =& g5 5 %_‘ju

Additional examples for you to note:

Euro [#r ]
European country [&: "' ] 7]

e one-off payment [~ == |+ & ]
e one-time fee [— =1 £ ﬁ * ]
e one-year contract [~ # £ 7]

once-....... [...— =1 ...]
e once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
[+ 38 i ¢ ]

unique ..... [ 14 ]

® unique person
union [ 75 [ |

unit

e useful tool [ 7 # /1 ]
User [ # =]

UFO [ 4 [ % 7 47 ]
U-turn [U 73 57

an

ke g
honour [ ]

honest .... [ 57 ©7....]
e honest person

heir [ #]

most abbreviation that starts with F, H, L, M, N,
R S, X:
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/Ev?] g

e FBlagent [/ =1 4 K35 | |

(Federal Bureau of Investigation)

e HR [ * & 7] manager

(Human Resources)

e LED light ['#]

(Light Emitting Diode)

e MBA programme [ 1 77 7 T4 L 2qz ]
(Master of Business Administration)

® NPO (Non-profit Organisation) [?L)gL ”}‘J ’L’F&]

e R&D department [+ 7 1 [ ]

(Research & Development)

® SME (Small and Medium-sized Enterprises) | oAl & ’%]
® X-Ray scan [X & 47 47 |

3) Using ‘the’

Use the when we talk about a specific thing [}+ _77 thing].

Examples:

The book on the table is mine.
The teacher is speaking.
The sun [ = [# ] is very bright [ % | today.

Situations for using the [ ¢ * the 5 7]:

1. Something specific
e Thecaroutsideisred. 4 T - jmd - 7 5’\;_71;}% Fmd o

2. Something already mentioned # & = % | criE -

| saw a dog. The dog was very big. 7 & I|F* Q"> 2 & £ &2 > @ RV #7114 F ‘the’




3. Things everyone knows
e thesun
e the moon
e theinternet

3. No Article
Sometimes we do not use an article

Examples:
e | like music.
e She studies English.
e They eat breakfast at 7.

Often used with:
e general ideas
e languages
* meals
e plural nouns in general

Example:
e Dogs are friendly

4. Quick Comparison

Sentence Meaning
| saw a dog. any dog
| saw the dog. a specific dog

Example: | bought a book. The book is interesting.



